REMARKS 

Applicants acknowledge receipt of the Office Action dated July 29, 2004 in which the 
Examiner rejected claims 1-19 under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double 
patenting. 

Status of the Claims 

Claims 3-6, 8 and 15-17 are in original form. 

Claims 1,7, 11 and 13 are currently amended. 

Claims 2, 9, 10, 12, 14, 18 and 19 are canceled. 

Claims 20-45 are newly added. 

Double Patenting Rejection 

The Examiner rejected all of the pending claims 1-19 under the judicially created 
doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting, stating that these claims are unpatentable over 
claims 1-28 of U.S. Patent. 6,648,068. The Examiner takes the position that although the 
pending and issued claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other 
because the claims of the instant application are fully disclosed by the patented claims or the 
patent disclosure. Therefore, the Examiner states that the instant claims are nothing more than 
obvious variations of the patented invention. The Examiner points out that a terminal disclaimer 
may be used to overcome a rejection based on a statutory double patenting ground. 

Applicants traverse the Examiner's double patenting rejection and submit that the pending 
claims are patentably distinct over claims 1-28 of U.S. Patent. 6,648,068. Nevertheless, in the 
interest of furthering prosecution, Applicants will agree to submit a Terminal Disclaimer, if 
applicable, after the amended and newly submitted claims have been examined. 

Claim Amendments 

Applicants have amended claims 1, 7, 11 and 13 to clarify and/or broaden the scope of 
the claimed invention. 

New Claims 

Applicants have added new claims 20-45 to further claim the invention. 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicants submit that the grounds of rejection raised in the Office Action dated July 29, 
2004 have been fully addressed. If any fee is due as a result of the filing of this paper, please 
appropriately charge such fee to Deposit Account Number 50-1515 of Conley Rose, P.C., Dallas, 
Texas. 

If a telephone conference would facilitate the resolution of any issue or expedite the 
prosecution of the application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the 
telephone number given below. 



Respectfully submitted, 



SHANNON W. BATES' 
Reg. No. 47,412 
CONLEY ROSE, P.C. 
5700 Granite Parkway, Suite 330 
Dallas, Texas 75024 
(972) 731-2288 

ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANTS 
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